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What exactly does favor do? Favor is the affection of God towards you that releases an influence
through you so that other people are inclined to like, trust and cooperate with you.

The oldest book of the Old Testament is Job. As such it is the first real insight into favor and how
it operates. In the very first chapter we read about the phenomenal blessing that is on Job's life,
declaring: “This man was the greatest of all the men of the East” (Job 1:3).

What is not fully understood is how the blessing of God came upon this righteous man. We find
a hint in the following verse: “Thou hast granted me life and favor and thy visitation has
refreshed my spirit” (Job 10:1). Job was a man who walked under the supernatural blessing of
God's favor because God visited him when he prayed. What was the effect of that favor? He
opened his mouth and his "words were like butter" to those who heard him. The elders at the
gates sought wisdom from his mouth. Talk about the power of persuasion!

To guard the blessing of God, he was very careful to build a hedge of prayer around his life, a
point that Satan made a complaint about before the throne of God. The force of favor attracts
not only God's blessings, but Satan's envy. Thus when Job came out of his troubles, God
restored Jobs fortunes in a double portion! Job shows us how God restores to his embattled
saints a double portion of blessing and power at the end of the conflict!

Favor makes ordinary students shine in an extraordinary way. It makes lonely singles attractive,
married people desirable to their spouse, employees receive recognition, employers gain
influence, entrepreneurs attract contacts. Favor is a magnet to the blessing and promotion of
God. Favor, however, is always attached to a purpose and comes with a price. You could say that
favor is on the assignment and not the person. God wraps a flesh and blood servant around the
assignment He favors. If you quit the assignment, the favor will go to the person God raises up
to pick up the assignment. This is the story of David and Saul. Think of it. Saul's sin involved
presumption and peer pressure. David's involved adultery and murder. Yet God would not take
His favor away from David, while He withdrew from Saul! Why? Because David kept his heart
right and stayed faithful to the assignment. Favor comes toward you from God to call you into
His service. Then favor operates in your life as you work out the service He has called you into.
Things start going right. Divine appointments abound. Synergism marks your steps. People come
to you to join your cause.

The first mention of favor in the New Testament is Luke 1:28-31. Here Mary is approached by
Gabriel, whose salutation heralds Marie's favored status in the throne room. Notice in these
verses that the word 'favor' is repeated twice. Favor, charis (pronounced khar-ece), is a word
revealing a two-fold operation of the law of attraction. The first definition describes an
attraction of God to you and the second describes the release of an influence through you that
inclines other people to trust, like and assist you in your assignment.

Do you remember Job's confession that God gave him "life and favor" by his "visitation?" Here in
Mary's life we see exactly how this applies. God is attracted to her because of her heart's desire
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toward Him. Likewise, He comes to visit you. When He comes to visit you He leaves you
different from before He came. In Mary's case, she was left pregnant! God thus reveals that in
addition to His many names of the Old Testament, Jehovah Rophi and Jehovah Nisi, etc., He is
also Jehovah Sneaky! When He visits you, He impregnates you with a vision, an assignment, and
a mission. You may not understand it all at first, but once the favor of God comes, the
assignment becomes more personal and compelling. When you spend prolonged time in God's
presence it is natural that at some point you conceive His desire.

In fact the word "Desire" in Latin is a two part word De: “of”, and Sire: “Father”. Literally, desire
is “of the father.” You were designed with a spiritual womb that is capable of birthing God's
purposes. When a group of Al Quaida terrorists opened up their spirits to the spirit realm, they
received a direct infusion of Satan's desire into their hearts. The events of September 11th were
not conceived in the mind of Islamic extremists; they were conceived by an intelligence
operating in the realms of spiritual wickedness in heavenly places and transferred into the
waiting wombs of demonized Islamic zealots. Heaven and Hell bend low over the affairs of the
earth in this last hour.

This is the reason for the call to intimacy and worship. God is seeking to set apart a people into
whom He can birth, by the Spirit, the initiatives and the desires of the counsel of Heaven. At this
same time, fallen and foul principalities seek the womb of the disobedient. Jesus taught that the
tares would increase and grow at the same time as the wheat (Mt 13:26). The tares are the
children of the devil and the wheat are the children of God. Both harvests multiply at the same
time. If you will open your womb to the seed of the word of God you will see the manifestation
of the works of God through his sons. To have an open womb toward God requires that you
keep your spiritual womb closed off to every other spirit.

God wants you to be resistant toward Satan's temptations of compromise. The pull of the world
and the spirit of antichrist is intensifying. Yielding to the spirit of the world or to love the world is
the equivalent of committing spiritual adultery ( Jas. 4:4). Let your whole heart be set apart to
God's purposes alone. Guard your affections and embrace the desire of God for your life, and
God will not only accomplish mighty works through you, He will also bless that which is the
desire of your own heart. He will incorporate your own desires into His great plan, once you
have submitted your life to the assignment He has chosen for you. This is the privilege of sons
and daughters who are true co-laborers in that which the Father is doing. As Kings and Priests
we have authority to initiate, create and call forth whatever is in line with the assignment.

Most people miss this wonderful aspect of the call of God. When Jesus gave the talents to the
three servants He did not tell them what to do. He gave them instructions and a time period to
produce fruit and left them on their own to invest and multiply the gifts He gave. Then he
returned and had them render an account of what they did on their own with His talents to
multiply them! You have more latitude to co-create than you realize. When God made Adam, He
put him over His creation and then showed up to see what Adam would name the animals.
Adam was free to create within the realm of his assignment and so are you.
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